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Abstract

The term citizenship has become the most widely used term in the
Arab word following the events of the so-called Arab Spring. All sort
of society strata advocated amendment of laws and constitutions in
order to reach citizenship. However, despite the fact that most of Arab
countries constitutions contains modern laws such as human rights,
these laws are hardly implemented, and the question is why?

This clearly shows that those who call for implementing the concept
of citizenship are not aware how when and why this concept developed
in the political life. The development of this concept took place in
Europe due to certain factors which eventually led the political systems
in Europe to adopt the concept of citizenship which indicate and remove
all elements which discriminate between people whether this
discrimination is religiously or racially based.

The process of progression took nearly 400 years to get where it is
today when philosopher and scientist began to challenge the authority
of the religious establishment followed by the establishment of the
Nation — State in the seventeenth century, then followed by the
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industrial revolution which caused upheaval in the society, resulted the
establishment of trade unions and a vital movement of the political
parties.

In fact, what the Arab countries endured since Sykes -Picot in the
beginning of the twentieth century clearly shows the huge influence of
external factors in the life of the Arabs. A hundred year later the Arab
countries had a setback due to the Arab Spring which led to a more
division as people became more religiously oriented which caused
further frictions within the societies. And the main question remains
whether the Arab countries could reach citizenship without going

through the factors which Europe experienced or some of it.
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