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Abstract
Somalia: A Study of the State in the Absence of
Statehood

The study addresses the persistent crisis of the Somali statehood
building; a situation that seems endemic since independence of the
country. It has been so despite the fact that all elements of statehood -
internally and externally- appear to be in place, and despite the
countless attempts at reformations over the past decades. The principal
research problem revolves around a central question: How did the
internal and external factors combine to hinder the construction of the
Somali political entity?

This study is based on the hypothesis that internal and external
factors intertwined, deepening and prolonging the state-building crisis.
The approach adopted combines a historical method with a descriptive-

analytical one, in addition to the systems analysis and structural-
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functional approaches, which helped create a methodological synergy
in studying the factors, interactions, and their accumulations within the
context of the Somali case.

The study concluded with a number of findings, most importantly,
that an amalgam of internal and external factors, causing the state of
disarray which Somalia has been undergoing. Thus, the colonial rule
and its legacies that Somalia failed overcome in post-independence
period exacerbated ethnic and regional divisions that seriously
undermined national cohesiveness and state-building and citizenship.

Keywords: Somalia, state-building, statehood, nationhood.
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