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Abstract
The Duty to Cooperate in Contract Negotiations from
the Perspective of European Contract Law Principles:

A Comparative Study

The research addresses the duty to cooperate in the context of
contract negotiations in light of the principles of European contract law,
in comparison with the UNIDROIT Principles on International
Commercial Contracts, the French Civil Code as amended in 2016, and
the Arab civil laws. The research problem is to define the scope of the
duty to cooperate and the mechanism for balancing the duty to inform
and maintain the confidentiality of disclosed information within the
framework of the principle of good faith. The research aims to arrive at
an appropriate answer to the research problem and its questions, and to
establish the duty under study in Arab civil laws, thus contributing to

the process of modernization and legal reform of these laws. The
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research adopts the analytical comparative approach in light of the
views of jurisprudence and judicial precedents in addressing its
problem. The study found similarities between the principles of
European contract law and the UNIDROIT principles in addressing the
obligations imposed on negotiating parties, based on the principle of
good faith and the principles of lex mercatoria. However, Despite the
importance of this stage in maintaining the stability of contracts by
preventing, at an early stage, many of the reasons for their termination,
Arab civil laws do not regulate the stage of contractual negotiations in
general, including the duty of cooperation. The study recommended that
Arab legislators amend civil laws by including provisions governing
contract negotiations. These provisions should explicitly include the
principle of good faith, the duty of cooperation, the duty to inform, and
confidentiality of information, and should clearly state the nature of

liability arising from violations of such rules.
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