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Abstract

A search and investigation report is an organized process for
gathering information and evidence to uncover the details of a crime or
identifying suspects, using physical evidence, modern technologies,
and digital sources, particularly in cybercrimes. Its importance lies in
its active role in preventing crimes and identifying perpetrators, as it
constitutes the cornerstone and the first stage of public prosecution
proceedings. It is one of the preliminary procedures essential for
verifying the existence of sufficient indications and strong evidence
attributing the offense.

During the search and investigation process, public authorities must
use only lawful means to uncover crimes and their hidden aspects, any
evidence resulting from this is deemed invalid and inadmissible.
Several scholars have pointed out legislative gaps in the Lebanese Code
of Criminal Procedure, as it does not contain a clear provision defining
the precise nature of a search and investigation notice, nor does it detail

its temporal and substantive controls. This raises the question of
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whether the current legal text grants the Lebanese judiciary sufficient
discretion to confront attempts to evade justice without infringing upon
the constitutional guarantees afforded to citizens.

The analytical and comparative methodology was adopted by
dividing the research into two main chapters. The first chapter addresses
the legislative mechanisms governing the search and investigation
notice, focusing on the constitutional and legal provisions particularly
Article 24 of the Lebanese Code of Criminal Procedure. it also
examines Circular No. 62/2014 issued by the Public Prosecutor, which
emphasized the necessity of applying Article 24 strictly, especially
regarding compliance with the ten-day period and the subsequent thirty-
day extension, as they are automatically dropped after this period. We
also reviewed the defense guarantees under Article 47 of the Criminal
Procedure Code, as they are among the fundamental legal safeguards
that ensure the proper implementation of the search and investigation
notice.

In the second chapter, the study addresses the practical mechanisms
for implementing search and investigation notices, focusing on recent
judicial trends toward exceeding the deadline to preserve the interests
of justice, especially considering that the search and investigation
notice is a precautionary measure that should not exceed its purpose. It
must be considered that the duration of the search and investigation
notice cannot be interpreted rigidly if the wanted person has
deliberately concealed himself and evaded justice. We also emphasized
the need for the judiciary to strike a balance between apprehending
suspects and safeguarding individual liberty. Furthermore, it highlights
the main practical violations and proposes possible remedies—

particularly regarding the failure to inform the wanted person of their
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rights, the unjustified extension of notices without proper reasoning,
and the exertion of psychological pressure on wanted individuals.
Finally, the study emphasizes a set of reform proposals accompanied
by several recommendations. such as the necessity of issuing a law
regulating the procedures for seizure and inspection of physical and
legal entities with regard to information technology systems, and the
necessity of issuing detailed rules on how to organize procedures in
ordinary crimes and expand the powers of judicial police officers. And
the necessity of extending the legal deadlines of 30 days for until the
desired goal of the notice is achieved, in order to prevent the specified
deadlines from being exploited as a pretext for concealment and

escaping punishment.
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