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Summary

This research addresses the right of usufruct under Lebanese
property law, which in principle affects real property by dividing the
ownership between two separate real rights: bare ownership (naked
ownership) and usufruct.

Nonetheless, Lebanese law permits the establishment of usufruct
rights over various real rights beyond mere ownership, resulting the
fragmentation of multiple real rights over a single property.

The fragmentation of real rights in favor of different individuals
undoubtedly hampers real estate transactions and, consequently, has
negative impact on the economy. Furthermore, it is evident that disputes
among the holders of various rights in a single property may result in
harmful consequences for the property itself. Obligations, like rights,
may be conflicting or intertwined among the rights holders, despite
efforts by the Lebanese legislator’s attempt to set boundaries between
them.

Therefore, this study aims to approach through the applicable legal
provisions and assessing their compatibility with contemporary
practices that prioritize speed and efficiency in transactions, thereby
fostering a dynamic economic environment.

Our study, investigates at first, the specific conditions pertaining to
the usufruct as real right, followed by its implications in a second part.
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Chief among these is the proposal to limit the establishment of usufruct
rights strictly to ownership and right of disposition “Tassarouf”.
Furthermore, there is a need for precise definitions within the law
regarding the powers and obligations of both the usufructuary and the
bare owner, particularly concerning their respective rights of disposal.
Our findings suggest that the usufructuary holds more substantial
powers during the usufruct period compared to the bare owner, who
retains the right to dispose of the property, even though the
usufructuary’s rights are confined to use and exploitation.

Additionally, this study covers other significant aspects related to the
usufruct right, leading to a comprehensive understanding of this legal
concept by examining its purpose, the manner by which it is legally
exercised, and its legal extension.
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