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Abstract

According to official Lebanese government statistics, after the
ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel went into effect on November
27, 2024, a total of 2,740 ceasefire violations were recorded by Israeli
forces until April 2025, allegedly to "target Hezbollah weapons depots"

"

and "prevent threatening movements." These violations included
airstrikes on residential areas in southern Lebanon, shelling of alleged
warehouses, and the establishment of temporary bases at five border
points. Furthermore, despite the Lebanese government's awareness of
the repeated ceasefire violations, it has not filed any formal complaints
with the Security Council or the International Criminal Court, and the

Lebanese National Army has refrained from direct intervention. This
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situation  highlights the issue of '"consensual silence" or
"acknowledgment of the status quo" in international law. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach and documentary research, this article
first reviews the legal framework and requirements for the concept of
"consensual silence." It then analyzes the Lebanese government's
response to the increasing Israeli attacks, focusing on field data from
UNIFIL reports and Lebanese human rights organizations. The findings
demonstrate that although international law does not explicitly permit
the host state's silence regarding armed attacks by non-state groups to
be interpreted as acknowledgment of the status quo or lack of effective
opposition, the Lebanese government's practical behavior has been
interpreted in practice as "non-opposition," creating conditions for
Israeli attacks to continue without facing strong international
condemnation.

Keywords: Consensual silence, acknowledgment of the status quo,

Israeli attacks, Hezbollah, international state responsibility.
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